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Interview with Jonathan Rhys-Lewis

FOR MORE INFORMAT ION
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P Expert Group on Archives Buildings
and Environments Chair activities
RECOMMENDED READINGS
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Museums, Archives and Libraries,

Jonathan Riwys-Lewis

Jonathan Rhys-Lewis was awarded
an ICA Fellowship during the ICA
General Assembly in Yaounde on 26
November 2018. Emma Cummings,
New Professional 2018-2019 interviewed
him about hiscarreer and international
involvement.

What ledyoutotake the decision tobecome
self-employed and how did you go about
establishing yourself?

It's a big decision to put yourself into a
self-employed capacity because therearen't
any career paths that enable you to become
self-employed. | was working atthe London
NMetropolitan Archives as Buildings Preservation

Manager so | had a lot of responsibilities

and there came a point where | wanted to
Maxe a change. | was very lucky to hawe the
supportot my employer and tamily but | was
unprepared as | had written so few mports
and this job is totally about writing reports, |
was really fortunate in my first b to work with
anotherconsultant who was really suppor tve
and went through my report and corrected it
This whole approach to being self-employed
became an obsession for me but then also

became the ultimate challenge

Tell me about your professional history
before becoming self-employed.

There isa theme to my Iife- nothing is planned
The strength that | have isthat | can seethe
opportunities. lworsed inarecord shop but
didn’t xnow where | wanted to gofrom there
There was acourse at my ocalcoliege inthe
conservation ofarchiveand library material,
which | started and really enjoyed. Once I'd
got the diploma |started applying for jobsin
the UK and eventually got one at Glasgow
University, then | gota pbat Reading Record
Office which started me in a career in local
government archives, which brought me
into the network of the Society of Archivists
The Society provided the opportunity for

in ecord otfices, which enabled me to build
a network that became my lifeline. An inter-
esting thing about becoming self-employed
IS that initially there wasn't the support |
thoughtthere would be. Howeverthere were
ey peoplke, like Dr Helen Forde, who were
crucial in giving me support. My car

been detined by the support of colleagues.
Ihat very much features in the way | work
now - I'm more than happy to help.

Howd id you first get involved withthe ICA?

Meen rorde was char of the Preso
Group. One yoar she

nvited me to spea » people on the
committee and extended my network, | kept
n contact with a couple of them and when
started at LMA | was contacted to spoak at
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Doyouthinkbeing self-employed enables
you to bring a different perspective and
contribution to the organisation?
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